
REMEMBER O.P.A.L.
when assessing the vascular access device and infusion system

PALPATE
The insertion site for:
 * Alteration in skin temperature
 * Induration or cording of the vein
 * Tenderness or any type of discomfort
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   Online Courses 
 
•  Basic and Advanced level
•  Contact hours awarded for all courses
•  Advanced level courses offer
 CRNI® recertification units
•  Learn at your convenience, 24/7,  
 access for a year
•  Complete each section on your own
 schedule and return as frequently as needed
•  Discussion forum and Email access to instructor

 OBSERVE
The fluid container and administration set for:
  * Correct fluid hanging
  * Appropriate fluid level
  * Correct rate flow
  * Firmly luer-locked connections
The insertion site for:
  * All visible signs of complications
   Redness
   Edema
   Fluid leakage
  * Clean, dry, and adherent dressing

 LISTEN
To the patient for complaints of

   * Pain, burning, stinging, tingling, numbness and other   
      strange sensations along the entire catheter pathway
   * Chest discomfort with all types of central venous 
      catheters

   ASPIRATE                       
  The catheter for:
   * A free flowing blood return, 
     followed by injection of normal saline
     to assess for resistance.

Video Conferences
•  Participate in a discussion of a single topic

•  Scheduled at a specific date and time

•  Registration includes an unlimited number
  of participants at one location

•  Request a specific presentation for your
  facility or chapter meeting

Innovative educational offerings exclusively
on infusion therapy and vascular access

Course topics and additional information are available online 
www.hadawayassociates.com


